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	1.  Introduction
	The proteins in latex can cause a range of mild to severe allergic reactions. Frequent users of latex products may develop an allergy to latex proteins resulting in mild to life threatening allergic reactions. BBC recognises that latex products and equipment, containing latex, are used in aged care

	2.  Purpose
	Under the State OHS Legislation BBC must ensure the health and safety of staff, residents, service users and contractors. The following information is a response to the above responsibilities and the emerging significance of latex allergy in health care.

	3.  Scope
	These guidelines have been designed to assist managers, OHS Representatives and staff of BBC to prevent and manage latex allergy, and to meet their legislative requirements.

	4.  Definitions  
	Refer to definitions section of this Manual – OHS 10.1.2 Definitions
Latex is a sap of the commercial rubber tree ‘Hevea brasiliensis’ and is the major compound used to make several products used by BBC employees for example, gloves.



	5.  Procedure / Application Step
	Facility / Service Managers / OHS Representatives
	Employees & Contractors

	5.1  Identify Latex Utilisation
	· To reduce the incidence of sensitisation to latex and prevent the occurrence of allergic reactions in sensitized individuals, it is important to identify all latex products used in the workplace environment.
	· Assist in the identification of latex product use.

	5.2  Identify & Assess Persons at Risk
	· Monitor & investigate all reports of possible Latex allergies.
· Maintain a Latex register of persons deemed at risk.
· Assess persons at risk for alternative products / tasks as required on the level of sensitization.
	· Report incidents of suspected Latex sensitization.

	5.3  Develop Controls / Elimination Strategies.


	· Encourage prevention strategies and efficient medical care for persons found to have incurred a sensitisation to Latex.
· Endeavour to eliminate the use of latex as far as practicable in know environments of sensitised personnel
	· Persons with known Latex allergies must refrain from working with latex products.

· Ensure alternative products are purchased and available for use in all applicable tasks. 


	6.  Accountabilities
	Executive / Facility / Service Managers
	OHS Representative’s 
	Employees’ / Contractors

	
	· Take appropriate action when hazards are reported or incidents of sensitisation occur.

· Promote Latex free environments were applicable.

· Identification, assessment and control of latex risks in the workplace

· Ensure staff understand and follow safe work practices and report any incidents including adverse reactions in staff or residents.
	· Report any adverse reactions to manager

· Monitor incidents of latex sensitisations in consultation with effected staff

· Provide a forum for joint consultation on latex risk management issues

· Provide appropriate information, education and training for staff on latex sensitivities
	· Report any adverse reactions to manager

· Follow all OHS procedures relating use of latex products

· Participate in consultative process



	7.  Training
	Managers
	Employees’

	
	· Potential health effects, emergency treatment, when to use and not use latex, recognition of symptoms,

· Managing latex allergy, health surveillance, latex free and latex containing products

· Legislative responsibilities

· Ensure staff under their control have appropriate training
	· Potential health effects, emergency treatment, when to use and not use latex, recognition of symptoms, reporting incidents. 


	8.  Performance Indicator &
Audit records
	· Latex sensitive employees and residents are identified and strategies of 
      management are effective


Health assessments

· Latex sensitive – Return to work Plans


	9.  Related Forms & Templates
	NA

	10.  Record   Keeping    
	All records must be kept for a period of 7 years


	11.  Legislation References:
	

	Victoria
	Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004

OHS Regulations 2007

	New South Wales
	Occupational Health and Safety Act 2000 & OHS Regulation 2001

	Queensland
	Workplace Health & Safety Act 1995

Workplace Health & Safety Regulations 1997

	South Australia
	Occupational Health & Safety Welfare Act 1986

Occupational Health & Safety Welfare Regulations 1999

	Western Australia
	Occupational Health & Safety Act 1984

Health Act 1911

Occupational Health & Safety Regulations 1996

	ACT
	Occupational Health & Safety Act 1989

Occupational Health & Safety Regulations 1991

	Commonwealth
	Aged Care Act 1997

	New Zealand
	Health and Safety in Employment Act 1992 (HSE Act) Amended 2002

Section 2.6





























Controlled Document Restricted

Page 1 of 2
Procedure # OHS – 10.3.9 Revision # 1 Effective    1 August 2008             Review Date 2011
Authorised Managing Director

PAGE  
10.3.9 Latex Products & Safe Management.Doc

Created:  14-Jul-08 

[image: image3.png]BABCOCK&BROWN
COMMUNITIES



Page 2 of 2 pages

Updated: 28-Jul-08

